SPAIN-THE MOSQUE
AL-JAMI', CORDOBA. 786 A.D.

place upon which Abd
al-Rahman desired to build  this mosque
was a deserted church  of the  Cordoban
Christians, half of which was already being
used by the Muslims as a mosque.    Abd
al-Rahman instructed Ummaya ibn-Yezid
his favourite secretary, to negotiate for the
purchase of the site. The stubborn refusal
of the  vanquished  people   to  the  offer
of their master and his lengthy but quiet
persistence, indicates the supreme sense of
justice of the Andalusian Monarch.    How
those stubborn people   were   eventually
induced to   relinquish  their  claim,  was
perhaps through the comparison of their
present lot with that of the past, or by
the comparison of their present freedom
with the tyranny which their fathers had
endured incessantly under their Christian
kings.   Thus came to them the realisation
of the great toleration of an alien,  who
could   easily have taken by force  that
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